All developing countries with new centres of academic study wish to build up a worthwhile library and when it comes to a new medical school in America wishing to found a medical history section it was natural to look to Europe the treasure house of their cultural history. At the very beginning of America's independent institutions this situation was curiously echoed by Priestley,3 when he wrote from his new home near Philadelpia in 1792 'we have not the same advantages for literary and philosophical pursuits as you have in Europe, though in this respect every day we are getting better. Many books are now printed here, but what scholars chiefly want are old books and these are not to be had. We hope however that the troubles in Europe will be the means of sending us some libraries and they say its an ill wind that blows no profit'.
It was not the troubles in Europe that made this interesting collection the property of an American hospital, but the upheaval in Warrington brought about by the industrial revolution which set in in earnest about the time that Priestley left the town in 1767. At that time with narrow streets of the original medieval pattern its 8,000 inhabitants were busy with the many industries which had developed there in the eighteenth century, the chief one being the manufacture of sail-cloth for the Royal Navy. The town continued to supply at least half the country's requirements during the successive naval wars and there was an incessant demand for it while we were taking on France, Spain and Holland as well as mounting the greatest amphibious campaign then known against our rebellious American colonies. So it continued to the end of the Napoleonic wars when the advent of steam changed the pattern of industry. The local manufacturers made full use of the development of road and canal transport and brought in the raw materials, particularly coal, while their early application to industry of the ideas pioneered by the Lunar Society members brought scientific advance, helping to bring the town to the forefront of engineering progress with the early adoption of a Boulton steam engine for cotton and wire making and with a tool making community which equalled Birmingham itself. This brought also the inevitable influx of population to its narrow streets and by the end of the eighteenth century the effects of overcrowding and primitive sanitation were being felt.
It was to combat these effects that the Dispensary was established in 1810 through the zeal and energy of Dr. James Kendrick. It had two local Members of Parliament5 on its inaugurating committee and soon occupied a medium sized three-storey Georgian building in one of the main streets.
The Warrington Dispensary Library It was here that the library was housed in the committee room, the whole collection of old books being formed within twenty years of its foundation. Statements by Sir William Osler have repeatedly given the impression that the collection was originally in the possession of the Warrington Academy, or at any rate gathered together by the Academy tutors; of all this there is no evidence. For instance he had written 'a word or two about Warrington and the men who collected these books' and goes on to describe all the well-known figures connected with the academy. This lead others to plunge into the same error, including Harvey Cushing, who referred to 'the books and their previous habitat in the Warrington Academy,6 the educational centre of the Unitarians in England'; and again completing the confusion he says 'the interesting lot of books, abounding in rather rare pamphlets, gathered in the heyday of the Warrington Dispensary when Aikin and his coterie flourished there'. This is a mixing up of the two institutions: the truth being that Aikin, although a doctor and not to be confused with his father who was a tutor of the Academy, was never concerned with the Dispensary, having left the district when the Academy was dissolved thirty years before the Dispensary was founded.
The Warrington Dispensary Library remained in active use until its removal to a new building in 1874. It was then that the books were put in a loft to be left as lumber for thirty-five years, their value to the medical historian unrecognized except to the firm of booksellers in the town who had been associated with its collection from the start. It was they, no doubt, who got in touch with Sawyers of London7 from whom Osler bought the complete set in 1907. Unfortunately Sawyers were blitzed in World War II and no record of this transaction has ever been found except Osler's statement that he was approached by them saying that they had the old books of the Warrington Library for sale; some of the books were still in Warrington at the time and had to be sent down from the local booksellers in a second parcel. Many a more famous library has not been so lucky as to be kept together but has been lost sight of, broken up and scattered.
A collection of old books might add to the interest of any library and these, so fully described by Sir William Osler himself on their first presentation to Johns Hopkins University, were no exception. Most of them from the beginning were collected because of their historical interest but there are records of them being taken out and read, for when they were in Warrington the scientific advances in medicine were still in their infancy and the wisdom of the ancients was still correspondingly respected. A number of the later ones may well have been seriously consulted as medical text books.
For the reason why priority should be given to the formation of such a library in a small hospital in a provincial town one has to look to the individual enthusiasm of its creator and study, as Sir Walter Fletcher suggested, the Warrington circle and the intellectual climate which it created.
WARRINGTON AND DISSENT
The seventeenth century in which the town was closely involved in the civil war led to sufficient indulgence to non-conformists to see the establishment of a chapel ' The Unitarian College which achieved great reputation during its existence between 1757 and 1783. 7 Charles J. Sawyer, New and Second-hand Bookseller at that tinie of 29 New Oxford Street, London.
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R. Guest-Gornall by the Unitarians8 and a school by the Quakers; a liberalizing influence being created by the two denominations who were most eager to overcome their educational disadvantages, who could accept science more readily into their beliefs and were dedicated to brotherly love rather than faction. They lived in reasonable peace with their Anglican townsfolk and were to contribute the prominent members of the medical profession for which the town became well known.
WARRINGTON AND ITS ACADEMY
The Unitarian's final choice of Warrington, for geographical and other reasons, as the site of their latest college of further education, founded on liberal principles to an extent unknown in England at the time, was yet another protest against their exclusion from the older English universities. They demanded no declaration of faith from either teachers or students and insisting on no uniformity of worship for them (so that though all the tutors except one went to the Unitarian chapel, a third of the students went to Church) and they thereby brought an explosion in education which affected the whole country and beyond, brought many literary figures to visit the town, attracted a brilliant set of teachers and a succession of students who were to make their mark in commercial as well as medical and scientific fields.
Being the first college to introduce the study of modern history and the cradle of scientific education9, it was not long before medical studies were introduced. Priestley tried a course in anatomy during the six years he was tutor there but it was Aikin who embarked on a thorough-going premedical course.10 It is often stated that the first medical society in the country was founded in Warrington in 1770, but the reference is in fact to the venture of the younger Aikin, aged twenty-three, who 
288
The Warrington Dispensary Library Amongst the books used for this 'admirably prepared course' were Baume's Manuel de Chymie and the Haller's Elements of Physiology which Aikin himself had translated, and at the closure of the Academy there were in the natural philosophy section of its library 180 books in all and 14 of them were medical text books. None of these was kept for later collection by the Dispensary (as Osler imagined) but they were all transferred to the Academy's successor at Manchester.
In fact the Academy Trustees were insistent that their library should be passed on intact,12 and resisted attempts by local residents to acquire the books and resolved at a final meeting on 29 June 1796 (when Aikin was present) 'that this Academy be now dissolved and that the library shall, on the same trust, be sent to the Academy at Manchester and that Mr. Bent13 be authorised to deliver the books etc. to such persons as to be appointed to receive them by the Trustees of the Manchester Academy'. This same transaction is concluded with a minute of the Manchester Academy of the same year for an item of expenditure for 'packing the Warrington Library to send to Manchester'.
WARR1NGTON AND ITS LIBRARIES
The intellectual climate of the town was further heightened by the formation of a circulating library,14 three years after the founding of the Academy; not only was it one of the first in the country and had the support of the Academy tutors from the start, but it roused the interest of the locally educated business men who were to be associated years later with the founding of the Dispensary and its library. The circulating library was in no sense medical and had no Natural Philosophy section at all, in fact it confined itself entirely to 'belles lettres' until 1811, when the first novel, Smollett's Humphrey Clinker was purchased;1' but there was a thread of continuity with medicine and with the Dispensary through the personalities on the circulating library committee, particularly the secretary, William Eyres. The family of Eyres had been booksellers and printers in the town for a century before these institutions were founded and it was William Eyres, born in 1734, who became known as 'one of the neatest printers in the kingdom'. The many elegant folios, quartos etc., many of them set up by his own hand, which left his press under his own name or that of the London publishers with whom he was in contact, included works by the Academy tutors,16 works by outsiders attracted to the town by the excellence of his printing, and outpourings by numerous medical authors both in prose and verse some of which were to be found later on the shelves of the Dispensary library. So 
289
R. Guest-Gornall William Eyres found time to act as secretary of the Circulating Library from the beginning and though he maintained his interest in it for fifty years, the post was after a while taken on by his partners and successors in business, John and James Haddock. The Haddocks maintained the high standard of printing in their day and although none of their work is found in the Dispensary collection Osler was given some excellent examples which are to be found in the library at Montreal. The Haddocks lived to become both committee members of and booksellers to the Dispensary when it was founded in 1810, and remained so during the whole period when its old and early printed collection was being made.17 WARRINGTON AND AMERICA It would not have surprised an eighteenth-century Warringtonian to have been told that one of his libraries would eventually find a home in America, because there was a great bond of feeling and association between the two big dissenting groups in the town and the distant colonists. There was as well an identity of outlook over their attitude to the government, under whose restricting laws they both suffered: even though it might take two months to make the passage out, surprisingly close contacts were maintained between the two communities.
The Quaker, Dr. John Fothergill (1712 Fothergill ( -1780 
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The Warrington Dispensary Library their outlook they had no one to put their point of view and were in fact more disenfranchized than the colonists themselves.20 It was fortunate that this was some time before Pitt's period of McCarthyism or else the Academy toast at dinner 'Civil and Religious Liberty the World Over' would have been highly suspect.
A few of the Warrington students came from America and many from the West Indies so the town was familiar with their ways and their dress. Their tutors were sympathetic to their outlook and well knew that they had more insight into what was going to happen across the Atlantic than Whitehall, but they were sometimes alarmed at their anti-English zeal such as when one young man2l lodging with Dr.
Enfield, his tutor, had to be restrained from illuminating his windows for every American victory. These students came from very prosperous homes and introduced an exotic and somewhat unmanageable element into the Academy.22 None of them went on to study medicine. Lettsom was privately tutored in the town and was not one of them.
WARRINGTON AND MEDICINE
In the eighteenth century the doctor/patient ratio seemed little different from today, the town supporting five apothecaries and two men of physician status. R. Guest-Gornall ideas in the air, the experiments in education and religious observance, the perfection and industry of the local printing press, the birth of scientific education which it sponsored, and the contacts with the New World.27
In the midst of this in 1770, James Kendrick, founder of the local dispensary was born and passed his formative years. On 16 January 1785 (two days after bis fourteenth birthday), he was apprenticed to a local apothecary, James Hankinson, and went on, steeped in the literary and scientific tradition in the town, to practise there until he died at the age of 76.28 To his successful practice he added a fellowship of the Linnaean Society, and published medical treatises of his own, and edited many others through a close association with the printing house of Eyres, which, although the Academy was by now closed, was busy turning out the works of Aikin, Pennant29 and Roscoe. 30 Kendrick had long been anxious to found a dispensary and this he was able to do in 1810 when he was 30. His taste for academic activities had been so much encouraged by the atmosphere he had been brought up in, that from the first he attempted to revive the departed influence of the Academy, by associating the Dispensary with a literary and scientific society, at which papers were read and which the local medical apprentices were encouraged to attend. In all this he was supported by influential figures, some of them well adapted to the idea through their local education at the academy or through serving as officers of the Circulating Library, or because of their medical contacts.
It was this group who acted as Kendrick's committee for the new Dispensary which moved to a larger building in 1819 and were able to help him make the collection which formed the 'old books' of its library.
THE DISPENSARY LIBRARY
The first printed catalogue of the library is dated 1834. It is prefaced by the rules which show there was the usual awkward obligation on the librarian (the residentapothecary for the time being) to replace all lost books at his own expense. It was also stated that the circulating membership was to extend beyond the town and that the annual subscription was to be one guinea.
Two apprentices were attached to the Dispensary and their indenture fees of £25 were also allocated to the library funds. It is estimated that this, together with the subscriptions, would give them about £20 a year to spend on books; there must have been other sources of income as well, as one year is recorded in which they spent £80,31 while quite a number of the volumes were gifts. 
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The Warrington Dispensary Library books, the 'Warrington Collection' which Osler purchased, was complete, having been assembled in less than twenty years; they were then only buying the current medical publications. The assembling of the older books must have been facilitated by the literary know-how of Kendrick and his associates, and by the first class booksellers in the town.
There is no record of any protest being made that this money was being spent on books rather than the patients, as when the Manchester Medical Society was forming its library later in the century. Then, the librarian's purchases were defended, not only on the grounds that the rare and old books were an asset to the library, but because over 10,000 had been added to the shelves at an average cost of 2s. 2jd. each. So, no doubt, at Warrington the cost of the second-hand books (the bulk of them published round about 1770) would be well within their means, their purchase of current medical text books costing them about 10s. Od. each."2 A scholarly description of the more important items in the collection was given when they were first presented to Baltimore and incorporated into their Medical History Section. The value of some came from the fact that they were products of some famous early printing house, of others because of rarity, and of some because of their famous authors and the contact they brought with the great medical thinkers of the past; all with varying degrees of interest to the medical historian.
There were examples of elegantly printed, beautifully bound and obsequiously dedicated books whose contents revealed the author as more than a prisoner of his times, medically. They are almost impossible to read with the repetition of ignorant and superstitious nonsense; at the other extreme there are the manuscript lectures of John Rutherford," described as written in his own hand but probably copied out by one of the students and brought back to Warrington. These reveal at once why a training at Edinburgh was sought by so many students and also the quality of the teaching handed on from the 'master', Hermann Boerhaave. Osler must have prized this unpretentious volume, as, though stamped with the Dispensary mark, he never let it reach Baltimore but kept it to himself so that it passed eventually to the Osler Library at McGill University. Rutherford's lectures have a modern ring about them although written only two years after Culloden when some parts of Scotland were regarded as hardly civilized: so too do the teachings of that other polemical star of the Edinburgh medical school, James Gregory,34 who wrote in The Duties and Qualifications of a Physician, published about the same tine, 'There is a numerous class of patients who put a physician's good nature and patience to a severe trial; those, I mean, who suffer under nervous ailments. Although the fears of these patients are generally groundless, their sufferings are real'. This enlightened appreciation of the anxiety state would seem to be in advance of most eighteenth-century thinking.
Nearly half the contents of the library were books or pamphlets printed between 1750 and 1800 and amongst these it is easy to find many which have a hint as to why they were included, for nearly all of them have their previous owner's name on the fly leaf, sometimes giving brief particulars in addition such as, 'ex dono autoris'
" 15004550 six books, 1550-1600 eighteen, 1600-1650 twenty-nine, 1650-1700 ninety-eight, 1700-1750 two hundred and seventeen, 175041800 five hundred and fifty two, 1800-1850 eight.
' Dr. John Rutherford, matal grandfather of Sir Walter Scott. In 1861 the librarian reported that seventeen of the old books were missing, but a later check showed that most of themwere returned and so in spite ofmany vicissitudes the collection remained intact to catch Osler's eye and to provide eventual material for study by American medical historians.
As medicine and society itself become increasingly dominated by science and technology and the role of the histonran as a guide to political actions has become discredited, there is a tendency to reject the past writings of medical men, the scientific content of whose treatment was trivial and whose chief therapeutic weapon was authority, presence and prestige. The fact that these men were some of them intellectual giants and were highly trained within the limits of knowledge available at the time is overlooked. Now that the language of technology is isolating the doctor still further from that long and winding road down which all his knowledge has slowly travelled and been painstakingly accumulated there has been a natural reaction to re-emphasize the historic role of the physician, the bridge between humanism and science.
This reaction is not as noticeable on this side of the Atlantic, where vestigial traces of past mental processes and historical traditions are more obvious, but it has, by contrast, found its greatest expression in the country where this library has come to rest. In America and Canada there are Chairs of Medical History and a career in the subject from graduation, and as the effect of their studies becomes increasingly felt, aided we hope by similar acquisitions to Osler's, they will yet be able to release the scientist from his uncultured bondage to the present. e.
